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’’HEART OF THE TRADE’’  
TOUR PROGRAM 

 13 DECEMBER 2013  
FRIDAY 8.30 am-17.00 pm 

                                                                          
 

DISCOVERING CULTURE AND HISTORY 

 

Mobey Forum’s final meeting of the year will be held in Istanbul, 10-12 December 2013, hosted by BKM. 

Considering that the forum is also a big opportunity for participants getting closer to Turkish culture 
and also for networking, we have organized a post-event social activity on 13-12-2013.  

Planned social activity is ‘’HEART OF THE TRADE’’ tour that we believe participants will enjoy to see 
the most interesting historical monuments and being in the real trade and market place in Istanbul.  

Program is free for all Mobey Forum participants  

To register program, please just send a confirmation mail to art@arttours.com 
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HEART OF THE TRADE TOUR  

Hagia Sophia, Bleu Mosque, Sultan Ahmet, Hippodrome, Basilica Cistern HISTORY 

Grand Bazaar, Egypt Bazaar,  Eminonu squere, 
 

TRADE - COMMERCE 

View Bosphorus, Holden Horn, Kızkulesi ISTANBUL BEAUTY 

Lunch ( Turkish kebab experience ) 
 

CULTURE 

İs Bankası Museum, Mahmutpaşa-Tahtakale live market,  FINANCE HISTORY 

 

13 December 2013 - Friday 
 

8.30 : After breakfast, departure from Hotel  

9.00 : Agia Sophia - Blue Mosque, Sultan Ahmet squere, Basilica Cistern, Hippodrome 

  walking to Grand Bazaar (oldest market place still alive)  

12.30 : Lunch – Kebab experience  

13.30 : Grand Bazaar, Mahmutpaşa, Tahtakale (live exchange-market) walking through    

   Egypt (Spicy) Bazaar  

16.00 : Yeni Cami, Eminönü Squere, Is Bankasi Museum 

17.00 : Return to Hotel and shutte to Airport for late evening flights 

 

Note: From Eminönü  to Airport takes 45min and you should be at airport 2 hrs before your flight time. Please ask your 
specific questions to Arttours by mail. 

  

TURKEY 

 
 

A LAND OF NUMEROUS OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Turkey enjoys a very special location at the crossroads between East and 
West, overlapping Europe and Asia geographically. 
 
 

The contrasts of ancient and modern coupled with traditions of the East 
and West make Turkey one of the most unique countries in the world. 
 

The whole of Turkey is an interactive museum, exhibiting a priceless 
collection from the Hittites, Romans, Byzantines and Ottomans for the past 
3000 Years. 
 

There are 75 million friendly and helpful Turks with an average age of 27. 
 

Turkey is increasingly becoming a favorite destination for world travelers. Picturesque landscapes, thousands of miles of 
coastline, temperate climate and nine months of sunny weather make Turkey beautiful. Turkish food is enough of a reason 
to plan a trip itself. 
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ISTANBUL 

 

A CITY BEYOND COMPARE. 
 

Former capital of three successive empires: Roman, Byzantine and 
Ottoman with a history stretching back over 2000 years.  
 
A city that embraces two continents, affording breathtaking views.  
 
Unique historical and cultural background exhibited in museums, mosques, 
churches, bazaars, palaces, castles, underground cisterns, topped up with 
sights of natural beauty 
  
In addition to this, modern hotels, exclusive restaurants, nightclubs and 
shops make Istanbul the perfect destination.  

 
In fact, the legacy of the past contrasting with Istanbul’s modern face fascinates and attracts visitors. 
 
 
 
 

HAGIA SOPHIA 

 
Hagia Sophia, the Church of the Holy Wisdom, is considered the most 
magnificent Church of all times and one of the wonders of the world 
remained until now.  
 
This unique Byzantine application, in terms of its architecture was built by 
Justinian in the 6

th
 century and it remained the biggest building in 

Christendom for over 1000 years.  
 
Apart from its architecture and historical background, its Byzantine mosaics 
have been attracting visitors for centuries. Hagia Sophia served as a 
church for 916 years, as a mosque for 481 years and was converted into 
museum in 1935. 
 

 

BLUE MOSQUE ( SULTAN AHMET MOSQUE ) 

 
Facing Hagia Sophia, at the other end of the Sultanahmet Square is the 
Blue Mosque.  This mosque was built by Sultan Ahmet I during 1609-1616 
in the square carrying his name in Istanbul.  
 
It is the only mosque in Turkey with six minarets. The central dome is 43 m 
in height and is 33.4 m in diameter. 260 windows surround the mosque.  
 
Due to its beautiful blue, green and white tiles inside Foreigners have 
named it the “Blue Mosque”. 
 
 
 

 

HIPPODROME 

 
In the Byzantine period the Hippodrome was the center of all activity. 
Hippodrome was where the inhabitants of the city flocked and mingled in 
a huge crowd. Rebellions were plotted; emperors toppled from their 
thrones were punished. The new emperor, for whom the same fate may 
have been in store, was applauded.  
 
In the middle of the square was a line along which various monuments 
were erected, referred to as the "spina” that endowed it with the richness 
of a museum. The biggest of these monuments, of which three remain 
today, is an obelisque carved from a single piece of pink granite mounted 
on a console. This had been erected by the Egyptian pharaoh Tutmosis 
III in his own name 1500 years before, in Egypt. 
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BASILICA CISTERN (YEREBATAN SARNICI) 

 
Located in the hearth of old Istanbul, Basilica Cistern, or better known as 
Yerebatan Sarayi, is one of the architectural beauties that survived to our 
age from the early period of Eastern Roman Empire.  
 
Emperor Justinianus built this imposing underground cistern in the 6th 
Century, during the glory of Eastern Roman Empire. Yerebatan Cistern 
was constructed to meet the water requirements of the Grand Palace 
and was called "Basilica Cistern" at the time.  
 
Yerebatan Cistern is 143m long and 65m wide and covers an area of 
9800 sq. meters. The cistern is supported by 336 massive marble 
columns, each being 9m high. The Cistern can be used privately as a 
cocktail venue 
 

 

GRAND BAZAAR 

 
One of world’s largest, oldest and most picturesque and enchanting 
market place, this great shopping center has been playing a significant 
role in the commercial life of Istanbul for Centuries.  
 
It is a giant labyrinth, containing approximately sixty lanes and more than 
three thousand shops. Founded within the city walls by Sultan Fatih 
immediately following the conquest of Istanbul in 15

th
 Century, it 

expanded and sprawled, becoming a center of astonishing plenitude 
wealth and variety.  
 
Grand Bazaar is a small city in its own right, where every thing from 
fabric to bridal gowns, slippers to antiques, gold bracelets to henna, 
kitchen equipment to bed spreads, spices to carpets is sold.  

 

EGYPT BAZAAR (SPICY MARKET) 

 
Spice Market also known as the Egyptian Bazaar because in the past 
large proportion of the goods on sale were from Egypt.  
 
Those who have an affinity for food and lovers of spices could spend a 
whole day here. 
 
Mixture of odors coming from the shops selling everything from finest 
pastrami, olives and cheese, to linden tea, nuts, caviar, coconuts, 
honey, dried fruit, henna! and a vast array of spices and medicinal herbs 
are craving.  
 
 
 

 

TAHTAKALE-MAHMUTPASA-EMINONU 
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